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Subject: Abnormal course conditions (R&A Rule 16) including immovable obstructions   
  
 a) Roads and Tracks 

All roads and paths on the course, even if not artificially-surfaced, are treated as immovable 
obstructions from which free relief is allowed. 

   
 b) Fixed Sprinkler Heads 

Relief from sprinkler heads may be taken. The player may also take relief under Rule 16.1.b if a 
sprinkler head is on the line of play and is within two club-lengths of the putting green and within 
two club-lengths of the ball. 
Exception – there is no relief if a player chooses a line of play that is clearly unreasonable. 

 


